
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1064
 
Main Petitioner: Bruce Whitehead 
 
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to 
reconsider its decision to replace the Forth Road Bridge 
 
Background 
 
The existing Forth Road Bridge: The Forth Road Bridge is a long span 
suspension bridge over the Firth of Forth between South Queensferry, located 
to the west of Edinburgh, and North Queensferry in Fife.  The bridge took six 
years to build and opened in 1964.  The bridge is owned and managed by the 
Forth Estuary Transport Authority (FETA).   
 
During 2004, FETA commissioned consultants to study the condition of the 
Forth Road Bridge’s main cables.  During inspections in 2004 and 2005 a very 
small number of broken wires and incidences of corrosion were found.  
Additional laboratory work and a structural assessment indicated that, without 
any remedial action being taken, the bridge may have to close to vehicles 
weighing over 3.5 tonnes by 2014 and close completely by 2019.  These 
findings were broadly supported by a separate Scottish Executive audit of the 
methodologies used by FETA’s consultants, which concluded that the bridge 
may have to be closed to heavy goods vehicles at some point between 2013 
and 2018 and to cars at some point between 2019 and 2024. 
 
Acting on the advice of their consultants, FETA installed acoustic monitoring 
equipment on the main cables.  This equipment ‘listens’ for any further wire 
breaks, giving a more detailed picture of the rate of any deterioration in the 
integrity of the main cables.   
 
FETA announced during February 2006 that it would install dehumidification 
equipment on the main cables of the bridge to try and prevent any further 
corrosion.  Installation has recently begun, with a view to completion by mid 
2009.  A dehumidification system pumps dry air into the cables at various 
points in an attempt to prevent or reduce further corrosion, which should not 
occur if the humidity of the air is below 40%.  There is no guarantee that the 
dehumidification system will prevent further corrosion.  It will only be possible 
to assess the success or failure of the scheme after a period of four or five 
years.   
 
FETA recently published the results of a study which concluded that it was 
technically feasible to augment or replace the main cables of the current 
Bridge without complete closure.  This would secure the future of the current 
Bridge for many years.  FETA is currently following up this study with research 
into the best way to take such major repair work forward. 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1064.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/03/03154220/0
http://www.feta.gov.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=158&Itemid=65


 
 

 
Road User Charging Proposals: FETA indicated in its Local Transport 
Strategy, published during June 2005, that it intended to introduce road user 
charging, as opposed to bridge tolls, under powers granted by the Transport 
(Scotland) Act 2001. The charges were to form part of a wider ‘Integrated 
Transport Initiative’ that aimed to improve road transport across the Forth. The 
proposed road user charging options were as follows:  
 
• £1 charge for car users, with extra charges for peak times rising to a 

maximum of £4 for single occupancy vehicles between 4 pm and 6 pm.  
• 50% discount to be applied to cars with driver and at least one passenger 

at set times.  
• Exemptions for emergency vehicles, buses and blue badge holders  
• Set charges for goods vehicles based on size and height of vehicle; goods 

vehicles would not qualify for demand charges or multi-occupant discount.  
 
However, Scottish Ministers rejected FETA’s proposals for road user 
charging, instead extending the operation of the tolling system until 31 March 
2010 with no revision of charges.  
 
Forth Replacement Crossing: Ministers in the previous administration 
approved the construction of a new Forth crossing on 14 February 2007, a 
decision supported by the new Scottish Government.  The type and location of 
crossing is still under consideration.  However, Ministers have narrowed the 
possibilities down to two options, i.e. a bridge or a tunnel to the west of the 
existing Forth Road Bridge.  Further information on the studies and reports 
supporting this decision can be found online. 
 
A series of public information exhibitions on the proposed crossings were held 
from 20 August to 31 August 2007 and a project website was established.   
 
Although referred to as a “replacement crossing”, it is not clear whether the 
current Forth Road Bridge would close if a new crossing opened. 
 
Scottish Government Action 
 
The Scottish Government is currently analysing the response to the public 
exhibitions.  A decision on the preferred location and type of crossing will be 
made by Ministers in due course. 
 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
Recent parliamentary consideration of the Forth Road Bridge has focused on 
the abolition of tolls, as proposed in the Abolition of Bridge Tolls (Scotland) 
Bill, and not the Replacement Forth Crossing.  However, the new Forth 
crossing was mentioned by the Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and 
Climate Change during a debate on Transport on 27 June 2007 and formed 
the basis of a Conservative and Unionist Party debate on East of Scotland 
Economy (Transport Links) on 26 January 2006 and Scott Barrie’s member’s 
debate on 2 November 2005. 
 

 2

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/02/14104506
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/defaultpage1221cde0.aspx?pageID=253
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/headlineprojectpage.aspx?pageID=722
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-07/sor0627-02.htm#Col1127
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-06/sor0126-02.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-05/sor1102-02.htm#Col20246
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-05/sor1102-02.htm#Col20246


 
 

 
Alan Rehfisch 
SPICe Research 
2 October 2007 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 

 3

mailto:spice.research@scottish.parliament.uk

